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THE TIMES Thursday January 4 2007

Abdul Amir al-Jamri  |*

shia cleric who campaigned for democracy in Bahrain

Despite the hest afforts of Bah-
rain’s rulers to sifence him,
Shieikh Atdul Amie ab<damori, 3
Teding Shin eleric, worked In-
llrl‘nligﬂlﬂrv to consolidate the
Culf state's majority Shin pogiu
lation, together with secular
groups of moderates and left-
Fits, into an effective apposition
movernent, The oljeet was for
democracy,  wnd ety
hebween the Shia anil minority
Sunii,

B 1o 70 per cent ol
s population of
Bahrainy i& Shia, with Sannis,
including the al-Khalif ruling
family (in power since 1783),
eyl up Lhe vest, Tradithonal-
ly. Pakistani aud Indian nation-
als have held senior posts, with
the Shia denied roles in he
police and defence forces
trained by the British, whose
{orces withdrew from the Guif
in 1968 - and generally beiny
treated as secoil-class citizens,
Sheikh al-Tamri, born in Bani
Jamra. a village near the capi-
tal, Manama, was educated at
home belore altending the Shia
Najaf Religions  Institute in
Traq where be studied religious
doctrine and jurliprodence, n
1972, together with other Majat
rduiles, he was one of the
oinders of the Religious Bloe,
which was formed mainly n

Sheli(-i; -SO-)émr_i enc_lur-éaéavs of prison ;Id_h_ouse arrest the
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